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In the wake of the premier issue 
we’ve enjoyed hearing from winter 
hibernators and full-time cruisers 
alike. Both camps appreciate not 
having to get to a mailbox to retrieve 
the magazine. Boat people are a 
restless lot who value a wide-ranging 
survey of the world’s great vessels, 
ports and personalities. Including 
this second issue of Classic Yacht, 
we’ve covered stories from a half-
dozen countries and American cities 
from coast to coast.  We’re happy to 
have readers on five continents, too.  
 
Like most passages, the journey to 
each issue’s completion does not 
always follow the charted lay line.  
When Simon Andrew wrote from 
England to tell us of his Thétis, built 
in France in 1996 from plans drawn a 
hundred years ago, we had to begin a 
new section called Reader’s Own.  
You can read Simon’s letter about 
Thétis on page 33.  If your boat and 
your story are unique, by all means 
tell us about it so we can pass the 
word on. 

Few yachts in service today can claim 
the historical significance of Olympus.  
Said to host President Truman for the 
two weeks book-ending his decision 
to nuke Japan, she has been fully 
restored to her 1920s glory and now 
lives a new life hosting a who’s who 
of American business and media in 
the Pacific Northwest. 
 
An increasing number of 1960s and 
‘70s-era fiberglass cruisers and sport 
fishermen are going under the knife 
in the 21st century. Savvy owners 
realize that modern engines, electron-
ics, watermakers and gensets can give 
them a massively strong classic boat 
with the best modern systems.  On 
page 54 we take a look at some of the 
best new diesel gensets available for 
your refit.         
 
Classic Yacht will increasingly become 
a multimedia experience. As I men-
tioned last time, you can turn CY into 
the world’s largest magazine by 
plugging your laptop into your 60” 
HDTV, or do what one reader did in 

We’re Cruisin’ Now 

penmanship 
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Chicago (see page 18).  Expect to see and 
hear video clips from the upcoming Mount 
Dora Classic Boat Festival in the next issue, 
and maybe more.  We still have a few tricks 
up our sleeve.  
 
Multimedia will make advertiser’s pitches 
more compelling, too.  Picture a brokerage 
ad with the typical fifteen pictures of boats 
for sale.  Now imagine each of those photos 
clickable to a video and audio tour of the 
boat. Yacht brokers, are you paying atten-
tion?  Classic Yacht readers are knowledge-
able boat owners and boat buyers. 
 
Ahh, readers.  We’ve learned a lot about 
you from your correspondence. The most 
fortunate among you are reclined in your 
cockpit right now, fruity drink in one 
hand, laptop computer open, feet up on 
the flight controls coaming.  As for the rest of 
you; I had no idea prisons had internet access. 
 
Your Classic Yacht subscription is free. 
There’s no catch.  As long as we do our part 
to attract readers, advertising revenue will 
pay the mooring bills around here.  If you 
like what you see, tell a friend. Tell the 
entire marina! 
 

Bill Prince 
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roger that 
Thoughts on the first 
issue 
Greetings from the top of the 
Chesapeake Bay.  
 
I thoroughly enjoyed this inaugural 
issue of Classic Yacht. As a former 
owner of a 1964 Matthews 43' Motor 
Yacht and current owner of a 18' 1967 
Century Sabre and a 31' 1969 Chris 
Craft Commander, I enjoyed the 
diverse content of this magazine. 
Never did I once sense the competi-
tive distinction of wood or fiberglass 
in a negative tone. I was a wood 
purist until life threw some curves at 
me which caused me to have to sell 
my Matthews and warehouse the 
Century. I found an original 
fiberglass CC Commander with 
updated engines and we look 
forward to enjoying the Chesapeake 
once again.  
 
I believe you are on the right path 
here and I look forward to the next 
issue. Is it really true this will remain 
a free magazine?? 

Nils Johannessen  
Havre de Grace, MD 

Thanks, Nils. Yes, Classic Yacht will 
remain free. Provided we do our part to 
attract readers like you, ad revenue will 
pay the mooring bills around here.  

I just received my first copy of your 
new magazine. What a wonderful 
mag! You have successfully married 
the old with the new with Classic 
Yacht.  

Capt. Steven Ward  
Marine Surveyor 

 
Absolutely outstanding—easy to use 
and fun. Keep up the good work, I’m 
hooked.  

Ron Zytkowicz  
Port Deposit, MD 

 
This is the quintessential 'online 
magazine' for classic boat owners.  
Not only is the content engaging, 
informative and entertaining, but the 
design of the online edition is exactly 
what the future of online magazines 
should be.  Incredible first edition. 

Rob Cutchins  
Public Relations Chairman 

The Chris Craft Commander Club  
 
I enjoyed your first issue and look 
forward to seeing more.  My only 
disappointment: the On Watch article 
about the Louisiana court ruling on 
trespass over bottom lands.  This 
ruling has been widely misrepre-
s e n t e d  a s  t o  b e i n g  mo r e 
than what it really is.  It involves a 
very  narrow rul ing,  having 
to do only with fishing and hunting 
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on water above the low water mark, 
not the broad brushstroke you 
painted. 

Dave Legrow 
 

I just read my first issue of Classic 
Yacht courtesy of the USPS online 
newsletter, Compass. Outstanding 
job. It’s about time someone did a 
quality online magazine like this. 
Congratulations.  Can’t wait for the 
next issue. 

Barry Brierley 
Catalina 28 #237, Loon III 

 

Who doesn’t appreciate 
a free magazine? 
I subscribed to subject mag. Now I 
want to return to read one of the 
articles. Your system prevents this by 
requiring that I re-subscribe; then 
denies access because 'I am already 
subscribed.'  OBVIOUSLY AN 
OVERSIGHT ON YOUR PART. 
 
FIX IT!!!! 

Larry 
Easy on the energy drink, Larry. Sheesh! 
For the record, the welcome page 
reminds new subscribers to bookmark it 
for easy reference any time. You may 
also download the entire magazine as a 
PDF file if you so desire.  

 
 

No mailman required 

G’day Bill, thanks for the work on this 
magazine. I especially like the page 
turning format. 
 

We will be slowly cruising Swan Song 
along the Eastern Caribbean island 
chain 700 miles up to Puerto Rico till 
the end of May. Then we turn around 
and come back down to Venezuela. 
Swan Song was built in Taiwan in 
1974 and has undergone a complete 
remanufacturing process over the last 
8 years.  We have done the majority of 
the work ourselves. Here is a picture 
of us under way off Laguna Grande. 

Dave & Nancy Cooper 
Roughwater 58 Swan Song 
Cruising the Carribbean 

classicyachtmag.com 

“Absolutely outstanding—easy to use and fun. Keep 
up the good work, I’m hooked.” 
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on watch 

Imperia Classic Yacht Meet Kicks Off Med Season 
It’s a tough job, but somebody’s gotta do it. 

Imperia, Italy  Timed to compliment 
(and perhaps complicate) the Genoa 
Charter Show, the first Imperia 
Classic Yacht Meet will take place 50 
miles (80km) away at the same time, 
April 27th through May 1, 2007.  
 
Designed as a networking event, boat 
show and all around good time for 
those sailing or jetting into the Italian 
Riviera this spring, the meet will be 

attended by several boats and crews 
from sister city Newport, Rhode 
Island.  The setting is certainly nice; 
the twin ports of Oneglia and Porto 
Maurizio straddle Imperia proper and 
are less than 2 miles (3km) apart.  
Admission to the public is 10 Euro, 
which gets you onto the dock. There 
is a free shuttle to the Genoa Charter 
Show. 
www.imperia.homestead.com   
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Stuart, FL  Held at the end of January 
at the Hutchinson Island Marriott 
Resort just south of the A1A bridge 
on the ICW, TrawlerFest Stuart was 
billed by its promoters as a “bigger-
than-life event”.  We clearly missed 
something.  T-Fest Stuart was none-
theless worthwhile for cruisers in and 
around south Florida, and a great 
opportunity for far-flung cruising 
friends to reunite. One guy even 
showed up from Australia. With 
around forty boats exhibited in the 
water, the real substance of Passage-
Maker magazine’s event are the 
landside seminars covering a wide 

on watch 

Why’s that, 
Cap’n Smith? 

I’ll get the deck 
chairs... 

TrawlerFest Stuart 
Fast times with slow boats 

range of topics including Boat-Buying 
Basics, Running Gear Demystified, 
Women-Only Systems Checks and—
oh, wait, here’s the bigger-than-life bit: 
“Decorating With Confidence”!  Each 
day’s schedule ended with cocktails 
and gourmet culinary presentations 
poolside.  
 
The affable Charles Neville was on 
hand to take home Trawler Fest’s 
People’s Choice award for the N47, a 
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million-dollar steel-hulled single 
engine cruiser which won the same 
award in 2006 at the Solomons, MD T-
Fest. Not every boat on hand could be 
categorized narrowly as a “trawler”, 
allowing fender kickers a look at fast 
catamarans and used motoryachts, 
too.  
 
The next TrawlerFest is scheduled for 
June 7-9 in Poulsbo, Washington.  

 

Clockwise from right: The Krogen 58’s pilothouse; one of three 

docks at the Hutchinson Island Marriott dedicated to 

TrawlerFest; the confidence one apparently feels aboard a 

boat bigger than a Whaler, but smaller than Titanic.  
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on watch 

Land yachts and real yachts 
meet up for the 12th time this May 5-
6 at the Keels & Wheels Concours 
D’Elegance in Seabrook, Texas. 
 
Rolls-Royce and Riva are predictable 
entries, but there will be a 1926 37’ 
Dodge boat and floating Amphicars, 
too.  In all, over 200 classic cars and 
up to 100 classic boats will be on 
hand at the Lakewood Yacht Club.  
 
This year’s featured marques are 
Riva and Ferrari, in honor 
of the latter’s 60th anni-
versary.  A dozen Ferra-
ris and at least four Rivas 
will be on display.  
 
The vast majority of boats 
and cars on display are 
from Texas, but examples of 
both come from as far away 
as California each year to 
show off their brightwork 
and varnish.  A regatta takes 

place on May 3rd for those exhibiting 
their boats and a classic poker run is 
planned.  
 
The event benefits the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Greater Houston and Boys & 
Girls Harbor, Inc.  Admission to the 
public is $20 in advance, $25 at the 
gate. See some Keels and some 
Wheels while supporting the kids in 
the community.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

keels-wheels.com    

Preview: Keels & Wheels Concours d’Elegance 
Houston’s Rockets 
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Keels & Whaa...?! 

The 1932 Helicron: It’s French and it does 75 mph 

(120kmh) on the road. It doesn’t fly and it probably 

doesn’t float, although it sure would be fun to find out. 
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Miami, FL The National Marine 
Manu f a c t u r e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
announces its annual awards for 
innovative achievement each year at 
the Miami International Boat Show.   
 
Judged by members of Boating 
Writers International, the awards 
were given this year to seven 
products based on criteria such as 
innovative distinction, benefit to the 
consumer and availability within 60 
days of the February show. 
 
Consumer Electronics & Software: 
CannonLink by Johnson Outdoors 
The CannonLink module enables 
any Humminbird fishing system to 
simultaneously or individually 
control up to six Cannon downrig-
gers.  
 
Consumer Installed Non-Electronic 
Hardware: 
Lewmar One-Touch Winch Handle 
This new winch handle can be 
quickly engaged or released by 

squeezing the locking bar anywhere 
on the handle itself. 
 
Consumer Personal Gear: 
Speedtech Windmate 350 
The Windmate 350 is a personal 
weather monitor that has a digital 
compass, indicates wind speed and 
direction, temperature, pressure and 
humidity. It also has an audible 
storm alarm. 
 
Daysailing Equipment: 
Way Marine No Profile Boat Lift 
The auto-leveling 18,000 lb. (8,150kg)
boat lift is a slick way to store your 
boat out of the water. It has two 
distinct advantages over a conven-

classicyachtmag.com 

on watch 

noprofileboatlifts.com 

Miami Boat Show 2007: 

NMMA Innovation Awards 
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United States Power  

Squadrons National  

Convention 
Teaching Safe Boating  

Since 1914 

 
Jacksonville, FL  Upwards of eight 
hundred United States and Canadian 
Power Squadron members and offi-
cers met in Jacksonville during their 
annual convention held February 22-
25 at the Hyatt Regency Riverfont. 
 
Gearing up for a bigger presence in 
the media during National Safe Boat-
ing Week (May 19-25), USPS unveiled  
marketing materials for print and ra-
dio (see page 35).  The goal of the new 
media campaign is to attract the at-
tention of a younger set of boaters 
and keep kids in life jackets.  
 
Chief Commander of the Canadian 
Power Squadron Serge St. Martin an-
nounced CPS’s intention to “build 
more bridges” to their neighbor to the 
south.  The chief engineer for Good-
year Tire & Rubber Co., a Squadron 
officer himself, was on hand to an-
nounce the broadcast of Safe Boating 

on watch 
NMMA Innovation 

tional lift: the elevating dock looks 
just like the rest of your dock and 
provides a work surface around 
and under the boat when hauled. 
 
Inboard & Outboard Cruisers: 
Glacier bay 30’ Isle Runner 
This catamaran has a patent-
pending hull design for a soft, dry 
ride as well as a convertible helm 
and dual baitwells. 
 
Runabouts & Fishing Craft:   
Chris Craft Catalina 23 
The Catalina 23 might be the 
classiest, best looking center console 
on the market.  It is family-friendly 
with an enclosed head and a slick 
convertible transom seat. A 
“Heritage Edition” with a teak 
caprail package is optional. 
 
Sailboats: 
Island Packet SP Cruiser 
This boat combines an available 
push-button StoWinch sheeting 
system with a helm station that is 
not only protected from the weather 
but convenient to a unique social 
cockpit forward of the helm.  
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Week messages from a Goodyear 
Blimp.   
 
Several national awards were pre-
sented during Saturday’s all-
squadron meet.  The Manatee (FL) 
Sail & Power Squadron won the 
Squadron of the Year award.  The 
highest honor given at the annual 
meet is the Life-Saving Award, this 
year bestowed upon two Virginia 
Beach Sail and Power Squadron mem-
bers, Cdr. Dwain L. Rodman and Lt. 
Michael D. Johnson.   
 
Weems & Plath president Peter Trog-
don gave an engaging luncheon 
speech about the history of naviga-

tional advances through the years. He 
also told the story of U.S. Navy Capt. 
Phillip Van Horn Weems and sextant 
builder Carl Plath.  In closing, he in-
troduced a clever set of LIGHTrule 
sliding COLREGS cards for identify-
ing different vessel types at night by 
their running lights, a great “cheat 
sheet” that could save your hide. 
 

classicyachtmag.com 
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Taken by a Classic Yacht 
reader in the Apple store on 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago 

New Use For Old Magazine Subscription Budget 
Two 30” Apple Cinema HD displays: $3,998.  

Not having paper magazines piled up everywhere: priceless  

Brush in Hand? You need a...   

Securely holds your varnish can or plastic tub 
as you work aboard, with no worry of spilling! 

 

Built-in wet brush holder 
 

Sandpaper and towels won’t blow away 
 

Paint-thinner pocket for quick drip cleanup 
 

Portable and re-usable year after year  

“It’s the best $12.95 
we’ve ever spent. It’s 
light, doesn’t slide 
around and has a place 
for everything except 
that automatic varnish-
ing arm.” —Mike & 
Donna, Maryland 

“I highly recommend it. It’s comforting to know 
that the can will remain in the upright position. It 
never upsets, even with the wave action on deck.” 
—Capt. Jack Klang 

Only $12.95 
   plus postage 

(616) 475-0882 or 
e-mail your phone number to  

canport@comcast.net 

  C  C  C  C  C  C  C  CANANANANANANANAN--------PPPPPPPPORTORTORTORTORTORTORTORT  
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Portsmouth, RI  Gerry DiSchino, 
president and CEO of Hinckley 
Yachts, died unexpectedly March 10 
at age 50. 
  
DiSchino joined Hinckley in 2000 as 
general manager of the Ted Hood 
Co., a Hinckley subsidiary.  He was 
promoted to president of the Hinck-
ley Yacht Service Division and in 
2003 was named chief operating offi-
cer. He was promoted to CEO in 
2004. 
 
DiSchino oversaw the recent Hinck-
ley acquisition of service facilities in 
Stuart, Florida and Savannah, GA.  
He was president of the Rhode Island 
Marine Trades Association and a 
member of the Newport County 
Chamber of Commerce.  
  
Gerry is remembered as a personable 

leader who was liked and respected 
by those who worked for him.  “He 
took the time to really get to know 
everyone and make us all feel spe-
cial”, says one.  Ralph Willard, who 
hired him in 2000, remembers DiS-
chino as “the best CEO I have ever 
seen in action”. 
 
Born in Wellesley, Mass., DiSchino 
was a 1978 graduate of Boston Col-
lege.  He received his MBA from Bab-
son College in Wellesley, Mass.   He is 
survived by his wife Robin and three 
children.  
 
We at Classic Yacht knew and liked 
Gerry DiSchino; he will be missed by 
many.  
   
A memoriam and more information 
about DiSchino is available at 
www.gerrydischino.com.  

Remembering 

Gerry DiSchino 
 

Hinckley CEO was 
known by employees 

as a consummate 
gentleman and a  

respected role model H
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Story:  Bill Prince & Diane VanDerbeek 

Photos: Peter Aden & Alonso Rochin 

 

Seattle, WA  Built in 1929 for George 
Heck, the President of the New York 
Stock Exchange at the time, Olympus 
was originally christened Junaluska 
and launched into the Hudson River.   
At 97 feet (29.6m) overall, she was 
built fairly beamy for her day at 19 
feet (5.8m) by New York Yacht 

Launch and Engine Company in 
Morris Heights, New York. 
 
When his stock exchanged suffered its 
darkest day, Junaluska was among 
Heck’s first assets disposed of in late 
1929.  Thought to have lived out her 
usefulness in that short time, few 

classicyachtmag.com 

This Depression-era motor yacht played an intriguing role in WWII,  
survived political scandal and thrives in Northwest waters  

Olympus 
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PHOTOS: BILL PRINCE 
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could have predicted the full life the yacht would live 
on the opposite coast of the United States. 
 
In the 1930s she was purchased by silent movie star 
Mary Stewart and her Husband George Converse, 
then  Commodore of the Newport Harbor Yacht 
Club.  Capable mariners in their own right, they 
delivered Junaluska through the Panama Canal on her 
own bottom en route to southern California.  
Junaluska became a private L.A.-to-Catalina Island 
taxi for her movie star owners and their friends. 
 
In wartime her lot in life changed dramatically.  Like 
many large vessels of the day, the yacht was con-
scripted by the U.S. Navy, painted flat grey and 
armed for patrol duty from Seattle to Alaska during 
World War II.  She still managed to serve as a com-
fortable retreat for military brass, however.  President 
Harry Truman is known to have been aboard 
Junaluska for the week prior to—and immediately 
after—making his decision to unleash nuclear weap-
ons on Japan, decisively winning World War II. 
 
After the war she was acquired by the State of 
Washington Department of Fisheries for the stated 
purpose of serving as a fisheries patrol vessel. Wash-
ington Governor Mon Wallgren had other designs on 
her, though. Friends with Truman,  Wallgren envied 
the presidential yacht Williamsburg and wanted a 
floating testament to his own executive power.  
Therefore, rather than serve as a fisheries patrol 

President Harry Truman is known to have been aboard the yacht a week prior 
to—and immediately after—making his decision to unleash nuclear  

weapons on Japan, decisively winning World War II. 

classicyachtmag.com 
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vessel (an impractical idea for such a 
large and slow vessel anyway)  she 
was renamed Olympus after Mount 
Olympus in the Olympic National 
Forest and used as the Governor’s 
own yacht.  
 
The yacht’s restoration, maintenance 
and operation expenditures were 
carefully hidden in the Washington 

State Department of Fisheries budget 
until aggressive investigative report-
ing brought to the public’s attention 
that over a hundred thousand dollars 
had been spent refurbishing her in the 
1940's. This was a tremendous 
expenditure at the time, especially 
compared to the nominal amount that 
the state had paid to acquire the yacht 
as surplus US government property. 
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Governor Wallgren, a Democrat, lost 
the election following the well-
reported controversy over the use of 
public funds for the “Governor’s 
Yacht.”   
 
Since 1949 Olympus has been pri-
vately owned and operated in 
Washington State, generally around 
Seattle.  The yacht’s colorful history 
has been well documented by current 
owners John and Diane VanDerbeek 
of Mercer Island, Washington. Her 
original launching photos were 
discovered in the Rosenfeld Collec-
tion at Mystic Seaport in Connecticut 
and they have been reproduced, 
framed,  and hung aboard.   
 
The elegant dining saloon is again 
home to the original guest log signed 
by President Truman. The log was 
provided to the VanDerbeeks by the 
widow of the former captain who 
had carefully kept it since 1948 until 
it could be returned to the yacht and 
her passionate owners.   
 
“During our thirteen years of owner-
ship, we have re-planked over half 
the vessel, replaced the stem, and re-

wired the entire yacht. We have 
modernized all systems, upgraded 
the galley, and installed a large 
capacity watermaker” says Diane.  
“Of course, the brightwork mainte-
nance is a year-round operation 
requiring tremendous effort from our 
professional crew and other talented 
woodworkers. “  
 
Hard work has been rewarded. 
Recent honors and recognitions have 
included the coveted Golden Potlatch 
Trophy for Best Classic Yacht in 
Seattle Yacht Club’s Opening Day 
eight times.  In June 2003, Olympus 
hosted a press conference to an-
nounce the Seattle Capital Campaign 
for the Northwest Maritime Center 
being built in Port Townsend, Wash-
ington.  The yacht was called upon to 
represent the United States of Amer-
ica, the Seattle Yacht Club and the 
New York Yacht Club at the 100th 
anniversary celebration of the Royal 
Vancouver Yacht Club in Vancouver, 
British Columbia.   
 
The summer schedule for this historic 
yacht is typically capped on Labor 
Day weekend when Olympus is on 

Olympus has outlived two sets of engines and is now powered with twin  
Detroit Diesel 6-71s from the 1980s. 
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display in Victoria as part of their 
Classic Boat Festival. Olympus has 
taken the Best of Show award at both 
events.    
 
Although used privately by her 
owners, the yacht is available for 
charter with a full crew.  The guest 
list in recent years reads like a who’s 
who: Ford Motor Co. CEO Bill Ford, 

media mogul Barry Diller (himself a 
yacht owner), former Mayor of Los 
Angeles Richard Riordan and Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Eisner of the Disney 
Company. Al Pacino and Hilary 
Swank joined Robin Williams for 
dinner aboard when he chartered for 
a month.  Julie Andrews and Blake 
Edwards have also chartered Olympus 
in recent years. 
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Olympus was built to entertain New 
York’s financial titans.  She wound up 
as a political pawn and plaything. She’s 
again been called to serve, if unoffi-
cially, as “governor’s yacht” although 
not at public expense!   During the 
summer of 2004 Olympus transported 
five state governors and their spouses, 
the President of Weyerhaeuser and 
famous glass artist Dale Chihuly to a 

dinner at Bill Gates’ home during the 
National Governor’s Conference 
meetings which were being held in 
Seattle.  Olympus, ex-Junaluska, has 
served financial and national leaders, 
movie stars and those who are simply 
interested in her colorful history. 
 
For chartering information and a schedule 
of appearances, visit yachtolympus.com 
 

classicyachtmag.com 



28 

The little Junaluska was built in 1929 
by the New York Yacht, Launch and 
Engine Company as part of the 
original equipment of Olympus, ex-
Junaluska 
 
 When the mother ship made her trip 
through the Panama Canal on her 
own bottom, little Junaluska was 
carried on deck in 1938 with owner, 
silent film star Mary Stewart aboard.   
The tender was removed when the 
Navy came calling and left behind in 
California in 1941. 
 
Olympus’ current owners acquired the 
yacht in 1994 and through a series of 
lucky events found the tender 
Junaluska seven years later in South-
ern California, still bearing her 
original builder’s plate.  Extensive 
restoration of the tender has taken 

Michael Gifford, a shipwright, diesel 
mechanic, avid sailor and licensed 
United States Coast Guard Captain, 
has been responsible for the care and 
maintenance of Olympus for the past 
three years. Captain Gifford spends 
winters maintaining the yacht, espe-
cially her paint, brightwork and 
complex systems Summers are spent  
attending to the busy cruising sched-
ule of the VanDerbeeks and their 
guests aboard Olympus. 

Olympus’ captain Michael Gifford  
has run and maintained the yacht for 

the past three years.  

 Tender  
  Reunion 
 

Original tender to  
Olympus found intact  

in 2001 
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place over the past year, much of it by  
Alan Thomle of Stanwood, Washing-
ton.  She is in beautiful condition 
again and has resumed her place atop 
her mother ship Olympus.  Junaluska is 
powered by a 1930 Lycoming marine 
engine which has been extensively 
rebuilt by Jim McNeely. 
 
The first public appearance of 

Junaluska was at the ACBS Classic Boat 
Show in Seattle on July 2004 where 
she won Best Launch and Skippers’s 
Choice.  She’s also been acknowl-
edged at the prestigious Classic Boat 
Festival in Victoria with the Best Open 
Power award.  To cap her first year 
back in the water, Junaluska won the 
Restoration of the Year Award from 
The Antique and Classic Boat Society.    

Junaluska 
1929 15’5” (4.7m) Motoryacht Tender 

New York Yacht, Launch & Engine Company 
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Calendar  

2 0 0 7 

Summer Rendezvous 

This year’s Chris Craft Commander Club 

rendezvous is being held at the Algonac Harbor 

Club on the grounds and waters of the original 

Chris Craft factory. 
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May 
12-13 J/109 Spring Regatta  
Yarmouth, Solent, UK 
royalsolentyc.org.uk 
 

18-20 Grand Banks Puget Sound  

Roche Harbor, San Juan Island, WA 
psgbowners.org 
 

June 
2-3 Island Packet Chesapeake Bay  
Rock Hall, MD 
gratitudeyachting.com 
 

2-3 38th Small Craft Weekend  

Mystic Seaport, Mystic, CT 
Mysticseaport.org 
 

9-10 Albin New England 

Block Island, RI 
albinowners.com 
 

15-17 Antique & Classic Boat Society 

 Chesapeake Bay—St. Michaels, MD 
chesapeakebayacbs.net 

June 
21-24 Tollycraft Boating Club 
Roche Harbor, San Juan Island, WA 
tollyclub.com 
 

July 

20-22 Bertram Mid-Atlantic 

Atlantic City, NJ 
bertramrendezvous.com 
 

25-31 Inter-Lake Yachting Assoc. 

Power & Sail Regattas 
Put In Bay, OH 
i-lya.com 
 

August 
3-5 Chris Craft Commander Club 

Algonac, MI 
commanderclub.com 
 

September 

5-9 Hatteras 15-10 Club 

Portsmouth, VA 
hatteras1510club.com 

Herewith we provide a thoroughly incomplete list of this summer’s  
gatherings of great boats and generally fun people. 



32 

Own RRReader’Seader’Seader’S   



33 

“Thétis was commissioned by a 
Frenchman from Brittany in 1996. He 
had the boat built by a small yard in the 
South of France that he knew called Co-
lombini and she was the last boat the 
boat builder completed before retiring. 
  
I bought the boat from a 
French broker called Classic 
Marine based in Dinard, Brit-
tany in 2003 and brought her 
back to the north west of Eng-
land to Lake Windermere 
where she is now based. 
  
The hull and deck were built 
extremely well as you can see 
from the images but I decided 
to replace the mast, boom, gaff 
and sprit with new Sitka 
spruce as well as give her a 
new set of sails. Thétis is 
rigged for single handed sail-
ing and, although with 50msq (538 sq. 
ft.) of sail area is extremely powerful, 
she handles very well being stable and 
well balanced. 
  
I understand that this design is part of 
a number of similar designs from yards 
such as Fife (Watson started out work-

ing for Fife before setting up on his 
own) whereby they were affordable for 
the professional classes to enter the elite 
yacht racing scene which up till then 
had been the preserve of the aristocracy. 
These types of boats were used for day 
racing on the Clyde, the Solent and 

Lake Windermere.     
 
-Simon Andrew 

classicyachtmag.com 

 Simon Andrew’s Thétis was designed by G.L. Watson 
in 1896, but built one hundred years later 
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Amity Island  Most people remember 
where they were and what they were 
doing when significant historical 
events took place; it’s called the flash-
bulb memory phenomenon. People 
even play the “Where were you when…” 
game.  As a sailor and devoted movie 
buff, I am a little different. I recall what 
movie theatre, couch or comfortable 
chair I occupied the first time I saw the 
Flying Wasp, the Orca, Geronimo, Sara-
cen and the Woodwind II. These vessels 
and the stories accompanying them are  
mile markers of movie history for me. 

Writing an article about boats in films 
opens up a whole world in which eve-
ryone has a favorite movie, favorite 
boat and favorite line of dialogue.  
One could liken the task to Time 
magazine picking the Person of the 
Year; everyone is going to have his or 
her own opinion.  I respect that and 
know there are hundreds of directions 
in which I could take this article.  
However, I simply wanted to share 
some of my favorite boats that make 
appearances in the movies of our 
lives.  Some are major stars, some 

You’re gonna need a bigger 
tub of popcorn. 

Yachts on Film 

 

Story:  Elizabeth Prince 
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have only supporting roles but as Mi-
lan Kundera said, “There are no small 
parts, only small boats” (I mean ac-
tors). 
 
The cinema holds one major defining 
moment in my life as a young sailor, 
the day I spent about two hours 
aboard Saracen, in Dead Calm (1989, 
Phillip Noyce) waters.  If you are a 
boat enthusiast and have never seen 
this movie, I highly suggest it, unless 
you are about to take a long distance 
cruise with only your significant 
other.  Dead Calm is based on the 
novel of the same name by Charles 
Williams.  In 1968, Orson Welles first 
took the book to film in a project 
called The Deep.  The Deep was never 
released due to several factors, one 
being the death of leading man Laur-
ence Harvey in the early 1970s.  
 
In 1986 Australian director Phillip 
Noyce decided to look into obtaining 
the rights to the book and begin his 
own odyssey with the material.  He 
was granted permission and went 
forward making Dead Calm his own.  
He chose not to even glance at the 

Welles rendition, journeying towards 
his particular story set in the Great 
Barrier Reef.   
 
This movie is set aboard Storm Vogel, 
an 80-foot blue-water racer constructed 
in 1961 (the name was changed to Sara-
cen for the purposes of the movie).  This 
custom ketch was found in Sydney, 
Australia. According to production 
notes, the director and producers were 
planning to rent a different vessel for 
the filming.  En route to the proposed 
boat, the team had to cross the deck of 
Storm Vogel.  Midway across her deck, 
everyone stopped and immediately 
chose to work with Storm Vogel, a 
chance mooring making her a star. 
 
The premise of the movie is that a 
charming couple decides to cruise Sara-
cen while trying to soothe their hearts 
after a tragic accident takes the life of 
their young son.  The couple comes 
across a stranger in a dinghy rowing 
away from a schooner with no addi-
tional signs of life. The plot thickens as 
the stranger’s story unfolds and the au-
dience is taken along for literally, “the 
cruise of their lives”. 

 

Dead Calm won several Australian Film Institute awards including  
“Best Achievement in Cinematography”.  In my book, the movie wins  

“Best Use of Onboard Safety Device”. 
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Dead Calm is visually stunning, even 
for those who do not feel the need to 
take refuge on boats.  Cinematogra-
pher Dean Semler used the halyards 
aboard Storm Vogel to maneuver cam-
era operators out over the water for 
the magnificent shots of the yacht.  
The film won sev-
eral Australian Film 
Institute awards in-
c l u d i n g  B e s t 
Achievement in 
Cinematography, 
Best Achievement in 
E d i t i n g ,  B e s t 
Achievement in 
Sound and Best 
Original Music 
Score.  In my book, 
the movie wins Best 
Use of Onboard Safety Devices; those 
of you who have seen the movie are 
my fellow nominators.   
 
If you are a fan of Trumpys and 
beautiful wooden schooners, Wedding 
Crashers (2005, David Dobkin) be-
comes a boat movie by default.  The 
scenes in which co-stars Christina and 
Woodwind II make their appearances 
raise the awareness of the use of 

wooden boats in the movies.  I en-
joyed the film for a variety of reasons, 
most notably the hilarious writing 
and comedic timing.  As a woman 
who married only a few short years 
ago, I would have reveled in having 
my family and friends arrive at the 

Milwaukee Yacht 
Club aboard a 57' 
Trumpy! 
 
The 1958 Trumpy 
Christina makes her 
film debut as mere 
transportation for 
the wedding guests.  
I fell in love with 
the stately flush-
deck motor yacht 
and wanted to find 

out a little bit more about her.  Ac-
cording to YachtForums.com, Chris-
tina was originally named Valor and 
after her film career she was sold and 
returned to the name Valor.  In No-
vember of 2006, Valor broke free of 
her mooring in Long Island Sound.  
She is currently undergoing repairs. 
Thankfully, the owners preferred to 
repair instead of retire the rare 
Trumpy. 
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Yachts on Film 
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Woodwind II stars as the wooden 
schooner the family takes for a sail to 
find out exactly how little Owen Wil-
son's character knows about sail-
boats.  This particular schooner is ac-
tually available for charter in Anna-
polis, Maryland.  I shared e-mails 
with Captain Jennifer Brest of Schoo-
ner Woodwind to find out about her 
experiences with the film crew. 
 
The director and producers of Wed-
ding Crashers came to Annapolis to 

view Woodwind II.  The director was 
so excited at the first sight of her, he 
immediately began discussing possi-
ble camera angles.  At that time, the 
crew of Woodwind II knew the world 
of the cinema awaited them.  The 
shoot took about nine days and as 
Captain Jen expressed, the positioning 
of Woodwind II for various scenes was 
sometimes a battle between low tides 
and creative expression.  Ultimately 
the production team was willing to 
move locations if Mother Nature did 
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Woodwind II 
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not allow for passage of the deep-
keeled Woodwind II.   
 
The sailing scene with Christopher 
Walken actually occurred with Cap-
tain Jen steering Woodwind II lying 
underneath Mr. Walken's feet!  
Unlike a lot of the tabloid news about 
actors, Captain Brest had nothing but 
positive things to say about the talent 
aboard Woodwind II during the shoot.  
She was able to chat with Christopher 
Walken and give him a little back-
ground on the name Woodwind.  (The 
schooner was to be "renamed" Kathe-
rine for the movie but as luck would 
have it, a mistake by the art depart-
ment allowed for the original name to 
appear in the film.)   
 
Jennifer and her parents started char-
tering the original Woodwind about 13 
years ago after her father retired from 
teaching music in Connecticut.  The 
schooner was to also be a racer, hav-
ing participated in the Great Chesa-
peake Bay Schooner Race several 
years in a row.  In 1998, Woodwind II 
joined the fleet and Schooner Wood-
wind became a driving force in the 
chartering business and the schooner 

race crowd.  You can learn more 
about the history of Schooner Wood-
wind by visiting their website at 
www.schoonerwoodwind.com 
 
I was impressed with the way in 
which the film industry treated not 
only Woodwind II but the crew from 
Schooner Woodwind.  At one point, 
after another long day of transporting 
Woodwind II to and from the shooting 
location, Captain Brest mentioned 
running low on fuel.  The film crew 
had a diesel truck waiting in the wee 
hours of the morning.  Her tales of the 
nine day shoot reiterated the fact that 
the boats certainly were respectfully 
thought of as co-stars. 
 
Throughout the movie industry, careful 
thought and demonstrated concern has 
been used in choosing the right vessel 
for the right part in a variety of movies 
(see sidebar).  Boats have become co-
stars in their own right with fans such as 
myself eager to find out more about the 
history of the make and model.  We all 
know the great stories our own boats 
have provided for us through the years.  
It is interesting to learn the back story of 
our favorite “seaworthy film stars”. 

The sailing scene with Christopher Walken actually occurred with  
Captain Jen steering Woodwind II lying underneath Mr. Walken's feet. 
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short  takes: 
Caddyshack 1980 

Flying Wasp, (a prop) 

Sea Food, 63’ Striker 

 

Captain Ron 1992 

various 51’ Formosas 

 

JAWS 1975 

Orca 

 

Overboard 1987  

142’ Kong & Halvorson 

Yecats 

 

Syriana 2005 

156’ Palmer Johnson  

Anson Bell 

 

Wind 1992 

Geronimo 

 

the Bond boats: 
Goldeneye 1995 

Northern Cross & a Riva 

Aquarama 

 

Live and Let Die 1973 

Glastron GT-150 
17 destroyed during 100 

practice jumps 

 

Never Say Never Again 

1983 

282’ Benetti Nabila 

Movies are a guilty pleasure for me.  Boating is a 
way of life for me.  Being able to bridge the gap 
between the two makes for an enjoyable two 
hours every once in a while, be it at the local 
multiplex, the comfort of my own couch or the 
relaxing lounge chair on the aft deck.  I am 
learning that I can get lost at sea and still man-
age to remember the important mile markers as 
they pass by...even if I can’t remember where I 
was when the Berlin wall came down.   
 
So much for flashbulb memory. 

classicyachtmag.com 

PHOTO: ERIC HORST 

Built in 1958 under Trumpy contract #383 57’ Valor 
appeared in 2005’s Wedding Crashers as Christina. 
Valor broke her moorings in a November 2006 storm, 
suffering major structural damage.  She is now on the 
hard at Brewer’s Yacht Haven in Stamford, CT 
undergoing repair.  
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Building a Tradition of Nautical Excellence...Innovative Design...  

Proven Quality! 

 

Telephone: 952-858-8393 

Fax: 952-858-8390 

Postal address: 7870 12th Ave. South, Bloomington, MN 55425 

Email: StCroix@Davit.com 

St. Croix Marine Products, Inc. is a pre-
mium manufacturer of davits for power 
and sail boats, swim platform roll-on sys-
tems, removable cranes, ladders and as-
sociated hardware and mounting accesso-
ries. Our innovative designs and proven 
quality have continued since St. Croix Re-
movable Davits were first introduced in 
1989. New davit designs and product de-
velopment is ongoing.  

New products now include St. Croix 
Roll-On Systems and St Croix TipUp 
Davits. In addition we've added heavy 
duty davits to our Removable Davit line 
(#500) and to our Rotating Davit line 
(#488). Since 1989, the St. Croix product 
line has expanded to include the following: 

Removable Davits  

Rotating Davits  

Roll-On Systems  

TipUp Davit Systems  

Removable Cranes  

Ladders  
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Legende 
REBORN!REBORN!REBORN!REBORN!    

New 1979 Chris Craft 

Commander found 

in Germany 
 

Story:  Bill Prince 

Photos:  Sonia & Tobias Oelgart 

classicyachtmag.com 
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The prototypical “barn find” in the 
collector car world goes something 
like this: a rare European classic, 
having been abandoned for dec-
ades, is discovered in a Midwestern 
barn by a young aficionado. Per-
haps said barchetta has been in the 
possession of an original owner 
from day one. Our young connois-
seur immediately recognizes the 
opportunity and tows his new-
found prize home for a mild fresh-
ening and years of enjoyment. 
That’s the fantasy version, anyway. 

Project this vision onto the growing 
crop of vintage fiberglass pleasure 
boat enthusiasts, turn the geogra-
phy on its head, and you get the 

true story of Oliver and Sonia 
Oelgart. These Spaniards found an 
American motor yacht, the 1979 
Chris Craft 41’ Commander pic-
tured here, hidden away in a ware-
house in Germany for 23 years by 
the original owner, a Mr. 
Tibus. Tibus’ successful boat dealer-
ship took up the balance of his time, 
and the Commander never got 
used.  Upon his death, Mrs. Tibus 
put the boat up for sale with just 
twelve engine hours having been 
ticked. 

Oliver and Sonia immediately fell 
for the American time capsule 
when she came on the market in 
December 2003.  Legende was pris-

Legende sees daylight in December 2003 after being stored in a 
warehouse in Germany since new.  Her twin Cummins 903 diesel 

engines each had only twelve hours on them. 
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tine; the master stateroom mattress 
was still in its original wrapping 
from 1979.  They bid successfully on 
the boat and quickly made plans to 
meet Legende more than 1,200 miles 
(2,000km)  away in the Baltic Sea. 

Afloat for the first time in over two 
decades, the maiden voyage for 
Legende was to be a shakedown cruise 
ending on the river Weser in Bremen, 
Germany.  From there, the 400-foot 
cargo ship Artisgracht would take 

The 1979 Commander is loaded aboard the 400-foot cargo 
ship Artisgracht for the trip from Bremen, Germany to the 

Spanish coast of the Mediterranean.  
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Legende in her hold for the remainder 
of the journey to the Mediterranean. 
The day before the cruise to Bremen 
was to begin, fresh diesel is pumped 
aboard and fills both tanks beneath 
the centerline queen berth in the aft 
cabin. 

Very few of the American-bound 41s 
were equipped with diesel engines. 
Legende is a diesel boat though, and 
the original owner kept fuel in the 
twin tanks during her decades of 
storage. Over time, condensation 
formed and began its slow march to 
victory over the unwitting iron fuel 
tanks. 

None of this was obvious to the 
Oelgarts until the day before the 
maiden voyage.  After the tanks were 
filled with fresh fuel, the bilges begin 
to reek of diesel.  The wood berth 
structure was immediately disassem-
bled and the Oelgarts found a local 
tanker to pump the new fuel out of 
one tank.  Once the tank was pulled 
from the boat (thankfully removable 
without further surgery), it became 
obvious that the other tank was the 
real problem. 

Top: Looking aft at the original iron fuel tanks. Middle: New stainless fuel tanks are built  

off-site on short notice. 

Bottom: With new tanks installed, it’s time to put 

the master stateroom back together. 
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The Chris Craft 41 Commander was designed in large part by Dick Avery. It enjoyed a fifteen-year 

production run from 1973 through 1986, the longest of any motor yacht design other than the Hatteras 

53. Most were bound for Florida, the Chesapeake, Midwestern rivers and southern California.  Ed 

McMahon even appeared in Chris Craft’s print ads for the boat in the 1980’s (Yyyess!).   

Having already paid a stiff, non-
refundable sum for the ship to meet 
Legende in Bremen and deliver her 
from one end of Europe to another, 
the Oelgarts found themselves the 
proud owners of the world’s nicest 
fuel-tankless 41 Commander, 23 
years and 5,000 miles (8,000 km) 
removed from where she was built. 

The seller, Mrs. Tibus, offered to 
nullify the transaction and call it a 
day.  The Oelgarts, determined to 
enjoy Legende with their two sons in 
their own cruising grounds, scram-
bled to find a local tank fabricator 
who would build, on almost no 
notice, replacement tanks in stainless 
steel.  The original tanks were rushed 
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to the fabricator, and dimensions 
were taken from them to produce 
new stainless tanks.  Mrs. Tibus 
agreed to foot the bill for the new 
tanks, but the real challenge was 
timing.  

 With the new tanks installed, 
Legende was finally ready for her 
long-awaited maiden voyage. 
Everything had to go smoothly 
from here on out; only three days 
remained until the date with the 
cargo ship in Bremen.  A check of 
the weather did not bode well, 
however. 

Crossing any portion of the Baltic 
Sea can be challenging even in good 
weather, but a window for smooth 
passage was closing fast and the 
Oelgarts had to reach the mouth of 
the Weser quickly in order to make 
Bremen.  With wind howling, the 
boat’s 23 year-old wiper blades 
struggled to keep up with the 
spray, making visibility a challenge 
from the bridgedeck. West of the 
North Sea Canal, in open water, 
Sonia stood watch on the bridge 
during the entire leg through the 
North Sea to the mouth of the Weser.  

Clockwise from right: Sonia Oelgart and 

Med; the never-before used flybrid

oiled teak remains;  Oliver and So
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The Herculean task of removing, 
rebuilding and replacing two fuel 
tanks and making up for lost time on 
the trip to Bremen paid off.  Legende 
was just on time to meet the ship.  
But, in an exasperating twist, the 
Oelgarts met an empty dock in 
Bremen. Artisgracht was a week 

behind schedule! Oliver and Sonia 
used the time to buy supplies (beer) 
and install new carpet in the saloon.  
Once the ship arrived and Legende 
was gingerly loaded into the hold,  
they waved goodbye and drove the 
1,200 miles back home to Spain. Ten 
days later, yacht and owners were 

Sonia Oelgart and Legende in 2005 during a cruise to the islands of Ibiza and Formentera in the 

before used flybridge; new carpet is all the main saloon required—the warm glow of the original 

oiled teak remains;  Oliver and Sonia near their home port on the Costa del Azahar, the Orange Blossom Coast.  



50 

reunited in Mallorca.  Four-
teen engine hours later 
Legende was in her new home 
port, Peñiscola. That’s pro-
nounced P—oh, never mind.  

Once in Spain, the task of 
cleaning the yacht inside and 
out could commence in 
earnest. Many of the yacht’s 
electronics are obsolete, but  
both helms are utterly  
devoid of the ordinary used-
boat peppering of screw 
holes for jettisoned mic 
brackets and drink holders.  

The 300hp (224kW) Cum-
mins 903 engines have new 
filters and hoses, of course, 
as does the genset.  Other-
wise, the mechanicals are 
completely intact.  

A busy cruise schedule has 
since been undertaken on 
weekends and extended 
holidays to the Mediterra-
nean ports of Mallorca, Ibiza, 
Formentera, Columbretes, 
and much of the rest of the 
Costa del Azahar (Orange 

Clockwise from right: The pris

twelve hours on them
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Blossom Coast).  

Legende has received her fair share of 
attention in the Mediterranean, 
something like a vintage Hispano-
Suiza might get were it to roll into a 
Saturday night muscle car meet in 
Tennessee.  As Ed McKnew remarks 
in his boat-buying compendium the 
PowerBoat Guide, “Whoever drew 

The pristine lower helm; the original 1979 Cummins 903 300hp diesel engines had just 

twelve hours on them after 23 years; blister-less bottom takes on the Med; Peñiscola, Spain;  

friends Ralf and Angela off Peñiscola in 2006. 

classicyachtmag.com 
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the plans for the original Chris Craft 41 
Motor Yacht had his finger right on the 
public pulse”.   

Like the classic barchettas that 
once plied the narrow roads of 
Europe, the fleet of main-
stream fiberglass motor yachts 
from the 1970s has inevitably 
weathered.  Legende, the boat 
in the barn, begins a cruising 
life anew for a generation 
removed from her original 
time and place. 

Fair winds and following seas 
to the crew of Legende, a true- 
life boating legend in the 
making! 
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Left: Palma de Mallorca 

Below: Legende Med-

moored in her home 

port of Peñiscola, Spain   

Left: Roter Sand Lighthouse 

Bottom: Contentment 

classicyachtmag.com 
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structure or the customer’s in-the-
field experience with their QD (Quiet 
Diesel) product.  
 
In conjunction with this announce-
ment by the group, Cummins Onan 
Marine Generators announced the 
launch of a new marine generator to 
its product line, the 27/32 QD™ kW 
50/60Hz. The new model offers all 

Two familiar names in the marine 
industry are creating a new name in 
generators.  
 
The new Cummins Onan Marine 
Generators brand builds on both 
firms’ traditions of dependable 
performance and technological 
leadership.  Beyond that, they say 
the pairing will not change dealer 

NEXT 

GEN 
GENSETS 

Cummins-Onan 

New Cummins Onan QD model completes 

product line for merged partners 
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In addition, the QD 27/32 kW 
50/60Hz already meets the EPA/
CARB emissions regulations for 
January 2008. With this new 
addition, Cummins-Onan now offers 
a  more complete product line of 
diesel marine generators than ever 
before, ranging from tidy 4kW to 
massive 99kW. 

onan.com 

the features and benefits of the QD 
Series product line, including 
reduced noise, vibration and 
harshness.  Diagnostic capabilities 
are onboard along with self 
protective shutdowns, electronic 
governing for quality power, single 
side serviceability and, they say, 
easy conversion between 60Hz and 
50Hz.  

 

classicyachtmag.com 
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rpm for 60-cycle applications. Lower 
speed promotes engine and lower 
noise levels. 
 
The engine has a mono-component, 
cast iron, freshwater cooling system 
to reduce the number of gaskets and 
hoses tha could potentially fail. The 
three-cylinder engine is well 
balanced for smooth operation. This 
along with vibration isolation 
mounts, intake silencer system and 

Northern Lights strong reputation for 
reliability and simplicity is evident on 
the 8 kW M753W2. This workhorse 
has been a favorite for yachtsmen and 
commercial operators for both re-
powers and new vessel construction. 
It has constantly been improved for 
2007 and meets EPA Tier II regula-
tions. 
 
The set is still powered by a 58 cubic 
inch Lugger diesel which runs at 1800 

Northern Lights 

Updated M753W2 meets EPA Tier II  

emissions 
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cast valve cover make the M753W2 
remarkably smooth and quiet, 
especially with a sound enclosure. 
 
All service points on the M753W2 are 
on one side. The seawater pump’s 
location makes impeller changes a 
snap and it is gear-driven, so there 
are no belts to fray and break. The 
engine’s DC electrical system and 
safety shutdowns use reliable relays 
instead of printed circuit boards. If a 
failure should occur, plug in a new 
(inexpensive) relay.  

northern-lights.com 
 
 

Kohler 
Kohler has launched 

its new 6kW diesel at 

60Hz (4kW in 50Hz) 

 
The new 6EOD/4.5EFOD is built 
with CARB/EPA Tier 2 emission 
engines, and features the Kohler 
Advanced Digital Control and an 
improved sound shield.  The new 

diesel generator was made available 
in the first quarter of 2007. 
  
Design changes to the engine block, 
crank case and fuel injection pump 
were made to further reduce engine 
noise emissions, and the loaded 
vinyl barrier foam provides superior 
sound absorption and damping. All 
connection points (battery, oil drain, 
fuel, remote start, exhaust, sea water) 
are now located in an easily 
accessible location. Within this 
redesign, a new quarter-turn fastener 
and pin roof allows the user easier 
access to the generator. 
 
The Kohler Advanced Digital 
Control is a standard feature, 
delivering more precise voltage and 
frequency regulation for today’s 
sophisticated boating electronics. 
The ADC offers enhanced diagnostic 
and monitoring information in an 
easy-to-read format. The ADC 
displays kW, battery voltage, oil 
pressure, engine hours, run 
conditions, and system-fault 
conditions. 

kohlerpowersystems.com 

classicyachtmag.com 
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Story: Tom Blackwood 

Photos: Tom Blackwood 

 
 
 
One of the easiest classic profiles to 
recognize on the waterfront is that of 
the hard-working tugboat.  Whether 
one is a child or a seasoned sailor, we 
know these tugs and have always had 
an attraction to them.  These mighty 
vessels of strength go, without flair or 
fanfare, about their daily work humbly 
tending to a myriad of tasks upon 
which the life of a harbor fully de-
pends.  They push, pull, tow, shift and 
when it comes time for them to join the 
harbor symphony, they have voices of 
deep strong horns as well as the high 
pitched trills of whistles.  If one is 
lucky enough to be alongside an older 
master tug, one will thrill to the jingle 
of pilothouse bells to the engineer and 
maybe even hear the crescendo of a 
steam whistle.  More than any other 
vessel in the harbor, tugs have charac-
ter and everybody loves them. 

So it is with the Lord Nelson Victory 
Tugs.  Every owner out there will tell 
you how these tugs, built solely for 
pleasure, turn heads on the dock, gets 
thumbs-up from the commercial 
fishing fleet and often a friendly toot 
of the horn from the big working tugs 
with a knowing wave from the wheel-
house.  When passing ferries or cruise 
boats a toot and a wave is always 
returned by a field of waving hands 
and the flash of cameras.  Everyone 
likes a tugboat. 
  
Naval architect Jim Backus must have 
known intuitively how important that 
single element of design, the tug 
profile, would be for the success of his 
first solo production boat.  He consid-
ered it paramount to maintain that 
aesthetic in the hull and superstruc-
ture.   By combining the attributes of 

VICTORY 
In the previous issue of Classic Yacht, Tom 
Blackwood reported on the largest ever rendezvous 
of Lord Nelson Victory Tugs. For his encore, he 
recounts the production history of the vessels. 

 IN THE PACIFIC 
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several major commercial tugboat 
designs he developed a sheer that 
provided a show of strength, a state-
ment of seaworthiness and a safety 
factor forward using high bulwarks.  
Others in the pleasure tug market 
have tried, but none have achieved 
the same level of success of produc-
ing the classic tug look.   
 
Three decades ago Loren Hart started 
building 35 and 41 foot sailboats 
called Lord Nelsons.  Business and 

sales were going well when he pre-
sented to his builder, Tommie Chen 
and Naval Architect, Jim Backus the 
concept of designing a pleasure tug.  
Tommie said he could do it and Jim 
went to work putting pen to paper 
lofting what would soon become the 
Lord Nelson Victory Tug.  The hull of 
this 37 foot tug was based on that of a 
New England lobster boat of the same 
size.  The net result was an efficient 
displacement hull capable of provid-
ing excellent fuel economy.  With a 

The original drawings for the Lord Nelson Victory 37 will soon be housed 
at the Mystic Seaport Museum in Mystic, Connecticut. 
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fine entry forward and flat run aft, 
the tug provides for efficient running 
with minimal wake.   
  
Construction began in 1982 and the 
first of the tugs came off the ways of 
Ocean Eagle Yacht Building Corp of 
Pa-Li, Taipei, Taiwan in 1983.  At the 
zenith of construction the 37s were 
being completed at a rate of one per 
week.  The Lord Nelson series, both 
sail and tug, were popular vessels 
and the yard had a two-year backlog.  
The first tugs produced were 37 feet 
in length and sold in the U.S. for 
$87,000 - $90,000.  It didn’t take long 
before they were selling for $110,000.  
At the  time, the better-known Grand 
Banks was thought to be the superior 
boat.  But didn’t take long for those 
who became familiar with these little 
tugs to experience firsthand the 
depth of quality and soundness of 
construction that went into their 
boats. Over twenty-plus years the 
resale values of the Lord Nelson 
Victory Tugs have approximately 
doubled.  
 
Loran Hart’s intention was to build 
the best boat he could, not a boat 
whose construction was primarily 

price-based. That quality remains 
evident today to all who step on 
board.  Loren owned the molds and 
put the money into the production.  
One day, thinking about owning one 
of these tugs himself, Loren went to 
Tommie and said he wanted to build 
a special 37.  This request was met 
with a very long Chinese silence at the 
end of which Tommie tilted his head 
and replied “Mr. Hart, all boats 
should be special”.  He was right.   
Loren felt a bit chagrinned at his 
request. And so they continued; 
making each boat special. This de-
signer-builder relationship was a 
good one.  In recalling those days, 
Loren commented there were times 
when he just wanted things his way.  
A time or two he got mad and yelled, 
thinking volume and high pressure 
tactics would make it so.  That seemed 
to end when one time, the ever patient 
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Tommie replied after a long pause in 
a calm and very serious tone, “Mr. 
Hart, you must settle down.  You are 
very important to our boat business 
and can not get a heart attack.  We 
can’t afford to lose you.”   
 
Loren knew he lost face that day and 
while relaying this story to an audi-
ence with Tommie present, he 
wrapped his arm around Tommie 
and admitted how he felt so small 
afterwards.  That about did it for the 
furious approach. Lessons were 
learned about relating to the Chinese 
crew responsible for building the 
tugs.  Sometimes at the negotiation 
table Chen maintained extended 
pregnant pauses.  If he lost his tem-
per, Loren explained, he’d lose face 
and the Chinese would sometimes 
think, “poor fellow”.   
 
Loren would spend six or seven 
weeks in the U.S. and then return to 
Taiwan for one or two.  Maintaining 
that schedule, Loren and Tommie 
worked together for twelve years and 
Loren thus saw just about every boat 
in its construction.  

  
These power boats were really built 
for experienced sailboat owners and 
thus incorporated many features 
familiar to them.  A sailor coming 
aboard, or making the transition from 
sail to power, immediately feels at 
home.  One good example of this is 
the surplus of properly placed grab 
rails strong enough to do chin ups. 
 
The boats steadily evolved, produc-
tion continued and every detail was 
carefully considered.  One example: 
the engine and fuel tanks could be 
removed without cutting any holes in 
the boat.  For that reason, the aft entry 
to the salon is fitted with double 
doors.  The tolerances may be tight, 
but it is doable and it is part of the 
builder’s pride to state this and to 
demonstrate the ability to skeptics.   
Wanting these tugs to withstand the 
possibility of being pooped to the 
sheer by an offshore sea condition, 
Jim had the forward surfaces beefed 
up to 1½ times the normal thickness 
of other exposed fiberglass surfaces.  
The result was they were able to meet 
the requirements of the American 
Bureau of Shipping and the American 

These power boats were really built for experienced sailboat owners 
and thus incorporated many features familiar to them.   
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Call or e-mail about your project. 

P: 203-656-1144  

C: 203-940-1070 

 

Backus Group LLC 

45 Edgerton Street, Darien, CT 

06820 

Courtesy of  LNVT Association 

Since 1981, Jim Backus has been designing classic and contem-

porary yacht designs for production and custom yacht clients. 

Visit the web site for more information and designs. 

 

www.jimbackus.us 

Victory 37 Tug, 42’ Harkers Island Cruing Boat 

and the 39’ Gatsby. Victory 37 photograph cour-

tesy of the LNVT Association. 
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Boat Yacht Council Standards for 
vessels up to 200 feet in length.  Safety 
is built into every aspect of these tugs 
and was the number one design crite-
rion.  
 
Another primary desire was to make 
these boats owner friendly.  The interi-
ors are lavishly appointed with solid 
teak; there’s no veneer at all.  Tommie 
thinks that fifty or more years from 
now these boats will still be afloat, in 
demand and in use.  Veneered surfaces 
might not stand up to as many refinish-
ing cycles without being replaced. 
Another subtle aspect known through-
out the over 200 Lord Nelson sailboats 
and tugboats built is that the teak is 
taken from a single log for each vessel.  
By so doing, all the teak inside matches 
for grain and color.  That is an over-the-
top feature of quality and required an 
on-site sawyer to cut the large curved 
sections. 
  
Brass accents throughout the interior 
complement the teak and evoke an 
elegant atmosphere of yesteryear, 
making each of these classic head-
turning tugs a beauty through and 
through.  The Victory Tugs are yachts 
that will maintain a classic profile on 
the waterfront for many years to come. PHOTO COURTESY TOM BLACKWOOD 

Below: Tom Blackwood 
and his 37’ Victory Thistle  
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Warren, RI  It’s 2007 and Feadship 
offers a 45m (147’) megayacht, the 
F45, on ostensibly a production ba-
sis.  For your multimillions you get 
to pick from interior wood and trim 
combinations such as “Miami”, 
“Monaco”, “Milan”, or “Nautical”, 
a lot like buying an Audi.  All hail 
mass prosperity.   
 
In this context it is refreshing to see 
a product like the Dyer 29 survive 
and thrive.  The pleasure boat mar-
ketplace has utterly transformed it-
self since the first fiberglass Dyer 29 

was laid up in 1955.  But the 
Dyer’s hull is still solid glass and 
you can still get one your way 
while waving contentedly at the 
production motor yacht you pass 
at the inlet.   
 
In her 52nd year, the Dyer 29 is 
available in four models from 
which the personalization begins;  
Offshore Bass Boat, Downeast 
Hardtop, Trunk Cabin Soft Top 
and Center Console.  The center 
console is the newest iteration on 
the 29 hull, #346 being the first in 

Dyer  

29 

Built in Rhode Island for fifty two years, the Dyer 29 enjoys the 
longest continuous production run of any inboard fiberglass boat. 

Still  
semi-custom  
after all these 
years, the Dyer 
29 is available 
with four decks 

including  
Center Console, 

left, and  
Downeast  
Hartop.  
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2003.  The soft top arrived in 1978, 
the bass boat in ’73.   
 
The hulls may still be solid glass 
for good reason, but much of the 
29 has evolved over the years.  
Hull #352 is a Downeast Hardtop 
currently under construction at 
Dyer’s Warren, Rhode Island facil-
ity.  She’ll have a 4.2L Yanmar 
6LPA-STP making 315hp, a dra-
matic leap in efficiency and dura-
bility from the Chrysler 318s found 
in early boats.  In 1992 the cockpit 
became an all-fiberglass module 

with integral scuppers and a raised 
bridgedeck, eliminating the need for 
an engine box.  Bow thrusters, un-
heard of in small powerboats in 1955, 
are now an option.  
 
These enhancements have slowly in-
creased the average weight of a Dyer 
29 from 6,700lbs. (3,040kg) to 7,800 
lbs. (3,540kg) over the years, perhaps 
adding to her legendary smooth ride 
in messy conditions.  
 
For more information see Dyer’s site: 
dyerboats.com 

classicyachtmag.com 
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Hull number 21 of Chris Craft’s first  
fiberglass boat receives one of the most  

extensive refits of any 38’ Commander in the world  

1964 Chris Craft  38 Commander 
Story: Warren Pateman 

Photos: Warren & Darren Pateman 

classicyachtmag.com 

Bambi in 2004 after years of neglect  
in Western Australia.  
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Editor’s note:  Warren Pate-
man lost his battle with cancer 
in June 2006 after completing 
the restoration of Bambi.  This 
is the story he wrote about the 
project. 

 

Mandura, Australia  Our 
Commander 38 express Bambi 
has undergone a total refit.  
This is the third and most 
demanding boat restoration 
project undertaken by my 
lifetime buddy Graeme 
Robertson and myself.  First 
was the restoration of a 
retired river passenger ferry; 
next was a classic 1930s Gaff 
Rig Cutter and now our 
Commander 38. 
 
The 38 Commander was Chris 
Craft's first fiberglass boat. 
Bambi is a 38 Sports fisherman 
built in Holland, Michigan in 
1965. She's hull number 21. 
Bambi originally left the Chris 
Craft Holland plant on the 5th 
of June in 1965. She was 
imported new into Perth, 

before 
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Western Australia in 1966 by a 
well known wealthy car dealer 
and playboy. Bambi often was 
featured in the scandal press. 
 
Following the demise of the 
original owner (He crashed is 
airplane) Bambi was purchased 
by a well-known supermarket 
chain proprietor who later to 
become lord Mayor of Perth.  
 
Following were a succession of 
owners, the last of whom 
enlarged the accommodations 
with the addition of an aft 
cabin achieved by raising the 
aft deck and building a coach 
house underneath. Over the 
subsequent five years she has 
languished in a Berth on the 
Mandurah Waterways situ-
ated an hour south of the state 
capital city of Perth with very 
little use due to a number of 
mechanical and steering 
problems.  
 
Why Bother? Many of our 
friends pointed out that for the 
amount of money we were 
committing for a complete 

after 

classicyachtmag.com 



72 



73 

restoration we could go out and pick 
from a dozen brands of well built 
Australian or New Zealand boats and 
even a few imports. We would then 
have something new and modern. We 
paused for a bit, but committed to 
proceed because there was nothing on 
the market that had her classic lines. 
 
The first task was to get rid of the aft 
cabin, strip out the interior and to lift 
the floors, which revealed accumulated 
grease, oil and grime. 
 
After a thorough inspection we were 
very pleased to find very few areas of 
osmosis which is amazing when you 
consider her age. We stripped the 
many layers of antifouling with a high-
pressure soda blaster and set about 
opening up the few osmosis spots to 
dry out before treatment. Restoration 

followed the complete removal of the 
cabin top. The new diesel engines 
were swung in when the top was off. 
 
The heavy old GM 653s installed 
during the 80's had no place in the 
restoration plans so they come out and 
after much research and consideration 
a decision was made to re-power 
Bambi with a handed pair of Iveco 
370hp diesel's with electronic common 
rail fuel injection and ZF1.45 to 1 
gearboxes spinning 29-inch diameter 
4-bladed props. 
 
Iveco engines were designed and 
produced by a consortium of Cum-
mins, New Holland, and Fiat. Iveco 
was the only diesel in that power 
range available with electronic fuel 
injection (Bosch). They are made in 
Turin, Italy and are a new generation 

classicyachtmag.com 
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of engines designed to meet new 
emission requirements. Calculations 
indicate a top speed around 30 knots 
with excellent consumption rates at a 
comfortable cruising speed of between 
15 and 18 knots at a very economical 
1800 RPM.  
 
What remained of the interior timber 
flooring and bulkheads were stripped 
out. The steam cleaners moved in next 
and after several days of pressure 
cleaning and blasting we could at last 
see the original hull layup. Cabin 
hatches were added overhead, one 
between the heads facing forward and 
two smaller ones over the galley facing 
aft for more ventilation.  We next 
glassed in the new floor bearers and 
laid a new floor in Australian Marine 
grade ply well sealed by the writer 
who has been given the task of sealing 
and painting everything before the 
shipwrights close up.  
 
As the re-launch for Bambi approached 
we were giving consideration to 
changing her name. Bambi would 
never have been our first choice and it 
appears that the first owner named her 
after discussion with a group of his 

mates.  The story goes that he was 
explaining that he had bought a boat in 
America, but told his mates that “it 
was a little dear” (meaning expensive). 
Someone asked, “What are you going 
to call it?” One of the group suggested 
Bambi was a little deer”. Bambi she 
remained!  
 
The installation of the flybridge and 
much interior work and varnishing 
were completed long after the launch.  
The aft cockpit was extensively re-
worked with teak accents and a teak 
platform.  A new fiberglass windlass 
was installed on the bow which com-
plimented the refinished teak toe rail. 
New windows were installed all the 
way around the pilothouse with tinted 
glass.  The exterior retains the classic 
Chris Craft lines with an enhanced aft 
cockpit. The interior and mechanicals 
are entirely redone to modern nautical 
standards and to our preferences. 
 
We were out on Bambi in the late 
afternoon on Boxing day and experi-
enced a most unusual tidal surge, 
nothing dangerous but when you live 
with the normal one tide a day with a 
rise and fall of only around 12 inches 
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anything more that that is unusual. We 
heard the terrible news about the 
Tsunami around midday Western 
Australian time (GMT +8) on boxing 
day, four hours after the undersea 
event but of course it was several 
hours before the full impact of the 

disaster was known.  We had a num-
ber of surges during the late afternoon 
and early evening that was a direct 
result of the Tsunami. When you 
consider our distance from the epicen-
ter you realize how fast the effect of 
these events can cross an ocean. 

Bambi is for sale. Contact Darren Pateman at  darren@pateman.com.au 
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Would you like to walk five 

miles a day under forty feet of 

water for a living? You may 

have missed your chance.  
Story & Photos:  Bill Prince 

destinations 

    America’s Greek Seaport 
     arpon 
Springs 

     Florida 
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Tarpon Springs, Florida   Very few 
people harvest sponges full time in 
present-day Tarpon Springs, once the 
world’s capitol for sponge commerce. 
In this light, the downtown docks on 
the Anclote River are something of a 
ghost port. Three hundred sponge 
boats once moored here between 
their weeks-long voyages, but tour-
ists now greet only a dozen.   
 
Those tourists are the lifeblood of the 
Tarpon Springs economy now, 
breezing in to examine the skeleton 
of an industry that once made this 
bayou the world’s foremost sponge 
skeleton repository. 

Natural sponge was the only kind  the 
world had for about two thousand 
years. By the 1920s and 30s, Greek 
immigrants had seized upon the 
waters off Tarpon Springs on the gulf 
coast of Florida, establishing a Greek 
outpost with all the trimmings; Or-
thodox churches, lawn ornaments and 
Saganaki (Opa!). Small territorial 
battles took place during the gold-
rush days of gulf sponging between 
the Key West Conchs and the “hard 
hats”, as the helmet-wearing spongers 
were known. The Conchs resented 
infringement of their turf to the south 
and west of Tarpon Springs; do I hear 
a Jimmy Buffett tune in the making? 

 

classicyachtmag.com 
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To this day the town of 23,000 has the 
largest percentage of Greek Ameri-
cans of any city in the United States. 
 
These descendants have had the rug 
pulled out from under their collective 
cultural raison d’etere. By the 1950s, a 
perfect storm of mysterious red tide 
and synthetic sponges had just about 
killed off the local sponges and the 
town’s business. The locals have 
skillfully managed to exploit tourism, 

seemingly parading every harvested 
sponge before the throngs of tourists 
who’ve come for the kitsch and a 
decent gyro.  
 
The grass sponges sold in Tarpon 
Springs today are artist’s tools, pur-
chased by those seeking a good faux 
paint finish in their spare bedroom.  
Wool sponges are the softest and 
most absorbent lot and command up 
to $10 each on the wholesale market.   
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Dining 
A gyro is the thing that 
makes your stabilizers 
work; this is a “yee-doh”   

PHOTO: STRPH 

Hellas: A local favorite 
since 1970. Looks like a 
set from My Big Fat 
Greek Wedding. Don’t 
leave without a trip to 
their bakery next door. 
785 Dodecanese Blvd.  
 
Paul’s Shrimp House: 
Feeding fishermen their 
own catch since 1940. 
Try the shrimp, okay? 
80 W. Live Oak St. 
 

Plaka: Claims to be 
the only place in town 
to shave their own 
gyro meat; they do it 
in the front window; 
watch.  
769 Dodecanese Blvd. 
  
Santorini Greek Grill: 
Best mix of Greek 
menu and waterfront 
venue.  
698 Dodecanese Blvd. 
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Wikipedia moment: 
Sponges are animals; poriferans 
specifically. These primitive filter-
feeders lack muscles and nerves, 
distinguishing them from the guy 
who blew by you last summer in 
that 42’ Fountain.   
 
Sponges are pretty efficient, 
though.  They have no circulatory 
system, instead using sea current 
to pump a tremendous amount of 
water through a million or so flag-
ellated chambers to capture food.  
This incredible natural design also 
makes them well suited to clean-
ing guacamole off your cockpit 
sole.  
 
The sponges you buy in Tarpon 
Springs to absorb stuff are actu-
ally just skeletal remains, all ani-
mal matter having been removed 
by maceration and washing. The 
luffa in your shower stall is not a 
sponge at all, but a product of the 
locules of a pepo fruit (think cu-
cumber, squash and melon). The 
guy down the dock who drinks 
your beer and hasn’t returned 
your hose? Amazingly he’s not  
related, either. finger sponge 
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Dockage 
Most marinas that accept transients 
are located on the north shore of the 
Anclote River, just east and west of 
the downtown sponge docks.  Tarpon 
Springs is the northern terminus of 
the Western Florida ICW on Florida’s 
gulf coast.  This makes it an ideal 
jumping-off point for those headed 
across Florida’s Big Bend to the 
Northern Gulf ICW at Caraballe, 
140+ nautical miles distant. 

One of scores of great Greek 
diners, delis and dumps in Tarpon 
Springs. If you go hungry in this 
town, it’s your own fault. 

 
Tarpon Springs is also home to the world’s 
most famous annual Epiphany observance 
each January 6.  Schools close for this day-long 
celebration which attracts around 25,000 
visitors.  Commencing with a service at St. 
Nicholas Cathedral, the highlight of the day 
(aside from the panoply of great food on  
Dodecanese Boulevard all afternoon) is the 
ritual cross dive in Spring Bayou near the 
church. 
 
Since 1920, young American men of Greek 
descent have braved the cool winter waters to 
dive for a white cross.  This holy token is 
thrown into the bayou by the archbishop after 
a prayer for calm seas and safe voyages.  
Retrieving the cross entitles a young man to be 
carried like a winning Super Bowl coach back 

Anclote Harbors Marina  
523 Anclote Rd.  (727) 934-7616  
ancloteharbors.com 
 
Port Tarpon Marina  
531 Anclote Rd.  (727) 937-2200  
porttarponmarina.com 
 
Sail Harbor Marina 507 Anclote Rd.
(727) 938-4660 
 
The Landing at Tarpon Springs  
21 Oscar Hill Rd.  (727) 937-1100 
thelandingattarponsprings.com whew! 
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to St. Michael’s where he’s blessed. 
And kissed. And fed. 
 
Tarpon Springs sits at the northern end 
of the ICW on the gulf coast, making 
its marinas and anchorages popular 
stops for those crossing the Big Bend, 
where the trench picks up  again near 
Carabelle. Cruisers will find a shortage 
of transient slips immediately adjacent 
to downtown.  Several complete 
facilities lie across the active river, an 
easy dinghy ride or cab fare away. 
Venturing into town for a meal is a big 
part of the Tarpon Springs experience, 

so plan on it wherever you moor. There 
are few better places to enjoy authentic 
food, as there’s not a franchise to be 
found on or around waterfront Do-
decanese Boulevard.     
 
Tarpon Springs carries itself with an air 
of authenticity not found in many 
coastal Florida towns. The weathered 
patina is a welcome contrast to spiffy 
Seaside or the concrete slab that is 
Daytona Beach. Come here with no 
intention of being a sponge diver and 
enjoy what Tarpon Springs is today.   
OPA!  

No Disney theme park could better stage such an apt ornament for a seaport who’s  
working days are behind it.  This retiree rests in Tarpon Bayou near the sponge docks.  
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Amsterdam  As a boy in the 1970s, 
Dingco Geijtenbeek’s family would 
take him to vacation in Italy most 
summers from their home in the 
Netherlands. Northern Italy was a 
vacation hotspot for baby-boomer 
families, exposing a generation of 
impressionable young minds to 
aggressively-driven Alfa Romeos, 
Vespa scooters and beautifully 
planked, polished and powered 
wooden boats.  That’s when the bug 
bit him, like many in his generation. 
 
The thoughtful and well-spoken 
Geijtenbeek, now 43, acquired a 1963 
Arcangeli runabout a couple of years 
ago as a restoration project.  Arcan-
geli is one of a handful of boatbuild-
ers to have established themselves 
within a stone’s throw of the storied 
Riva facility in Sarnico, Italy.  Many 
of these builders simply hitched onto 

the Riva phenomenon, competing 
with them on price or luxury.   
  
Geijtenbeek assumed he could find 
the parts, raw materials and advice he 
needed for the project on the internet.  
It didn’t prove to be that simple.  “I 
found little in the way of good infor-
mation, do-it-yourself information for 
the individual classic boat restorer.” 
 
He found small shops scattered 
around Italy and the rest of Europe 
who would be willing to supply a 
given part for him, but finding good 
advice on how to do the job was 
difficult. 
 
Aiming to make the restoration of 
these boats a more transparent proc-
ess and fed up with a corporate career 
in business development and market-
ing, he founded Wooden Classics in 

WoodenClassics.com 

Story: Bill Prince 
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2005.  “Our home market, the Nether-
lands are a strong market for classic 
boats”, he says.  With a population of 
16 million, many sensing a loss of 
cultural authenticity due to seismic 
demographic shifts in recent years, 
the table has been set for baby boom-
ers with fond memories of classic 
boats in their childhood to buy, 
restore and enjoy them at home. 
 
Woodenclassics.com is essentially an 
online marketplace for replacement  
parts, restoration ideas and boats. 
Dingco sees 30,000 site visitors per 
month these days, 25% from the 
Netherlands and the balance in 
descending order from the UK, 
Germany, the United States and 
France. There’s also a “webshop” 
where those in need of hardware can 
replace their clapped out cleat, 
bowrail or exhaust outlet.  “We have 
a good relationship with Riva’s metal 
parts suppliers and others through-
out Europe”, he quips. 
 
The used boat classifieds remain the 
most visited part of the site. Geijten-
beek: “We’ve created a business 
directory, the Mahogany Pages, to help 
connect customers with businesses, 

but the nickel hasn’t fallen through 
for many people yet”. 
 
What has clicked lately is the new 
Online Classic Boat Show, where new 
boat builders can highlight their 
craftsmanship.  “Europe is more than 
Riva”, Dingco says.  Many of the 
quality, lesser-known builders have 
found WoodenClassics.com a great 
place to be seen and considered by 
wooden boat lovers. 
 
No doubt there are modern-day kids 
in Italy passing rainy days by drool-
ing over the fantastic wares on 
woodenclassics.com. 
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In the Netherlands, WoodenClassics.com is becoming  

a go-to source of history, parts and boats for sale to a  

growing international clientele 

WoodenClassics Trading & Services 

WoodenClassics.com 

P.O. Box 69586 

1060 CP Amsterdam 

The Netherlands      

T: +31 6 13017454  
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A 1986 Krogen 42, hull #99, 
receives a thorough refit by a 
knowledgeable owner who 
offers a detailed account of a 
blister repair job done right. 
 
 

 
Coverage of the 20th annual 
Mount Dora Antique Boat 
Festival featuring 325 antique, 
classic and historic boats.  This 
Florida event is the largest of its 
kind in the Southeast United 
States.   

 
The restoration of Matriarch, a 
1947 57’ Elco motor yacht, is 
completed in South Carolina 
after a 3,400 mile overland 
journey from soggy LaConner, 
Washington. 
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In Praise of Small Boats 

classicyachtmag.com 

The stories behind such ubiquitous names as Boston Whaler and 
Laser prove that a classic yacht need not be huge.  In fact, many 
of the world’s dories, skiffs and centerboards provide the 
highest “fun per pound” available on the water. 



88 

CCClassiClassiClassiCYacht   

Having fun  

yet? 

 
CLICK HERE TO 
Write us 
 

 

CLICK HERE TO 

Tell your friends  

Click here to advertise in Classic Yacht  


